Language and Gender Activities
IN GROUPS OF FOUR 

Are you:

MALE



FEMALE


ACTIVITY ONE
Do the next three questions in single sex pairs first (boys with boys etc) and then discuss with the whole of your group.

Make a list of the things you think men discuss in men only social groups

Make a list of the things you think women discuss in women only social groups

Make a list of things which men and women might discuss in a mixed gender social group.

ACTIVITY TWO
Read the first paragraph of the following article,  in the Module 3 booklet; “The Social Consequences of Gender Differences in Language”.   What does it say about what men and women talk about?  Write this below.   Did you agree?
ACTIVITY THREE

Do you think men and women see the purpose of conversations differently?   (Jot down some of these different reasons which men and women might have for having conversations.) 
	What do men want from a conversation with other men?   
	What do men want from a conversation with women?   

	
	

	What do women want from their conversations with other women?   
	What do women want from conversations with men?

	
	


ACTIVITY FOUR
Read the article on page 39 of Module 3 booklet “Women and Subcultures” about the way boys and girls develop different language skills.  Fill in the chart below by finishing the sentences or filling in the spaces as you read.

	BOYS
	GIRLS

	Boys play in 
Boys friendships are based on joint 
	Girls play in 

Girls’ friendships are based on 

	Maltz & Borker (1982) argue that boys learn to do three things with words:


	Maltz & Borker (1982) argue that girls learn to do three things with words:

                                                   P.T.O

	BOYS
	GIRLS

	Boys deal with quarrels by:

	Girls deal with quarrels by:



ACTIVITY FIVE

Make a list of words you have heard people use to insult: 

	MEN
	WOMEN

	
	


Which list was easiest to make?     Why?

What do you notice about the words used for men and women?   How are they different?  
What is the effect of these words on men and women?  Watch the video and add to the words you listed in the chart the words used by men about women and women about men.

ACTIVITY SIX
Read the article on page 41 “He Says, She Says”.    Make notes from your reading (in the table below) of what men and women do differently, as far as language and conversation are concerned (some examples have been filled in to help you)

	MEN
	WOMEN

	Men use language in a competitive way
Men use more direct statements

	To reinforce personal relationships
Women use language to show they care



Now try the questionnaire on  the next page  – do it on your own.  When you have finished, fill in your results on the Excel spreadsheet at the front of the classroom, so we can compile the results!!
Chat-up!
A Language Questionnaire

NB: Your answers to this questionnaire will be kept confidential!

1)
You are -


Male(

Female(
2)
Have you ever chatted anyone up?


Yes(

No(
3)
Have you ever been chatted up?


Yes(

No(
4)
Do you think women should be able to chat up men, as freely as men do 
women?


Yes(


Unsure(
Definitely not(
5)


If you are male -


How would you feel about being chatted up by a woman?


Uncomfortable(
Neutral/depends(
Pleased(

If you are female-


How would you feel chatting up a man?


Uncomfortable
(
Neutral/depends(
Comfortable(
6)
Have you ever heard of  / used  a BAD chat -up line? What was it?


_______________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________

7)
Have you ever heard of / used  a GOOD chat -up line? What was it?


_______________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________

8)
What do you think makes  a good chat-up line - what sort of impression should 
it make?


_______________________________________________________________
ACTIVITY SEVEN
Finish reading the article “The Social Consequences of Gender Differences in Language” on page 45 of Module 3 booklet.   What are the potential problems which can be caused by men and women’s different conversational styles?
ACTIVITY EIGHT
Read the characteristics of men and women’s language, Keith and Shuttleworth and Robin Lakoff, on pages 43 and 44 of the Module 3 booklet.

Play the game of matching up the phrases to the chart you will be giving.
