Absolutely Fabulous – Inverted Communication Roles

Interpersonal Communication is always subject to certain contextual assumptions which, for the most part, people tend to adhere to instinctively. However, much entertainment can be produced from actors/comics deliberately inverting or satirising typical communication scenarios. In order for this comedy to work, the viewer must already have their own assumptions of the roles being altered.

Watch a sequence from the BBC sitcom Absolutely Fabulous and study the Interpersonal Communication between Eddie and Saffy. The success of the sitcom is due largely to the comedy derived from the inverted mother/daughter relationship between these two characters.

Below, make notes on how the expected interpersonal communicative roles between mother and daughter have been reversed. You should comment on the following areas (continue on the back of the sheet if you need to):

· Different categories of NVC (Dress and paralanguage are good ones to start with!)

· Factors that affect their interpersonal communication, explaining how the stereotypical roles have been reversed.

· Verbal communication; language, vocabulary and message
	


