Is Banksy’s work art or criminal damage and shamelessly derivative of other’s work?
	HIGH CULTURE
	LOW/POPULAR CULTURE

	He is making a mockery of traditional values.
It is not his own work, unlike Van Gogh for example.

He adds his drawings to other paintings to create controversy.


	Political message
Freedom of expression

Art for the times

Inspiring young people

Thought provoking

Who is it who decides what art is?

Expressing his feelings/beliefs in a controversial way

 

	Only appeals to idiots.
Offensive

Simplistic- no detail, doesn’t take into account other aspects of issues.

Anti social behaviour-classed as a criminal

	Referring to the war – which is a touchy subject, because as a popular culture, we are against it!

He’s visually representing everything that popular culture believe in

Deep messages behind it.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


	High Culture
	Low/Popular Culture

	Few examples, even a one-off
	Mass produced

	Accessible to a few people at a time – upper class audience
	

	Identifiable author – expression of the individual
	Anonymous author or a number of contributors

	
	Easy to understand

	Contains universal truths
	

	Bears repeated examination
	Redundant

	
	Low quality – commercial success/ratings

	Discriminating between good and bad
	


